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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

5 [0001] This invention relates to an acetal sulfonate derivative, a process for producing the same, and a process for 
producing a styrene oxide derivative using an acetalsulfonate derivative or a mandelic acid derivative as a starting 
material. 

[0002] The starting materials, intermediates and final products of this invention can also be optically active substanc- 
es. The compounds obtained according to this invention are useful as raw materials for medicines, agricultural chem- 
10 icals, and the like and further, can give, in good yield, styrene oxide derivatives and ethanolamine derivatives which 
are useful as raw materials for medicines, agricultural chemicals, and the like. 

[0003] The acetalsulfonate derivative of this invention can be easily converted into the corresponding styrene oxide 
derivative by epoxidation. The styrene oxide derivative thus obtained can be converted into corresponding eth- 
anolamine derivatives by a reaction with various amines. 

15 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0004] With regard to a process for producing an acetalsulfonate derivative, there can be considered, for example, 
a process which comprises converting an ethanediol derivative into a sulfonate derivative, followed by protection with 
20 an acetal. This process, however, has a problem in that it has a poor selectivity in converting an ethanediol derivative 
into a sulfonate derivative and hence an intended product cannot be isolated in high yield (J. Org. Chem., 21 , 1260 
(1956)). 

[0005] As to a process for producing a styrene oxide derivative, there is well known a process which comprises 
epoxidizing a 2-hydroxy-2-phenylethyl sulfonate derivative or a 2-hydroxy-2-phenylethyl halide derivative by use of a 

25 base (J. Org. Chem. 21,597 (1956)). 

[0006] However, the 2-hydroxy-2-phenylethyl sulfonate derivative or the 2-hydroxy-2-phenylethyl halide derivative 
which are the materials used in the above-mentioned process are difficult to obtain in high purity. Accordingly, the 
epoxidation reaction has previously been conducted by using, as such, the above-mentioned derivatives mingled with 
their positional isomers, i.e., a 2-hydroxy-1-phenylethyl sulfonate derivative or 2-hydroxy-1-phenylethyl halide deriva- 

30 tive, and a disulfonate derivative or dihalide derivative (Synthesis, 1985,983) (U.S. P. No. 4391826). In this process, 
when a disulfoante derivative or dihalide derivative is mingled into the starting material, it is apt to cause difficulty in 
purification of the product, resulting in lowering of the yield. Still, when a position isomer is mingled, though the process 
has no problem in producing a racemic substance, it is apt to cause lowering of optical purity in case an optically active 
substance is produced. 

35 [0007] Although an acetalsulfonate derivative and styrene oxide derivative are useful as an intermediate for medi- 
cines and agricultural chemicals, previous processes for producing them have problems as described above. Accord- 
ingly, a development of an industrial process for producing the derivatives has been eagerly awaited which is highly 
safe, simple and economical and gives good yield. 

40 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] The present inventors have made extensive studies to achieve the above-mentioned object. As the result, 
the inventors have found that an acetalsulfonate derivative can be produced in high purity and high yield by using an 
inexpensive mandelic acid derivative as a starting material and that a styrene oxide derivative can be produced in high 
45 purity and high yield by using an acetalsulfonate derivative or a mandelic acid derivative as a starting material. This 
invention has been attained on the basis of the above finding. 

[0009] Thus, the first aspect of this invention relates to an acetalsulfonate derivative which is represented by the 
following formula (1) 

50 



55 
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wherein R-| and R 2 can be same as or different from each other and each denote a hydrogen atom, halogen atom, 
hydroxyl group, a straight or branched chain alkyl group having 1 -4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a halogen, 
a straight or branched chain alkoxy group having 1 -4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a halogen, amino group 
optionally substituted, nitro group or trifluoromethyl group, or R 1 and R 2 together denote a lower alkylenedioxy group; 
R 3 denotes 3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-2H-pyran-2-yl group or 1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyl group, and R 4 denotes a straight or 
branched chain alkyl group having 1-4 carbon atoms or a phenyl group optionally substituted. 

[0010] The second aspect of this invention relates to a process for producing an acetalsulfonate derivative repre- 
sented by the above formula (1) which comprises: 

(a) a first step of esterifying a mandelic acid derivative represented by the following formula (2) 




R 2 COOH 



wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, 

(b) a second step of protecting by an acetal a mandelic ester derivative represented by the following formula (3) 
obtained in the first step, 




wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above and R 5 denotes a straight or branched chain alkyl group having 
1 -4 carbon atoms, 

(c) a third step of reducing an acetal derivative represented by thefollowing formula (4) obtained in the second step, 
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R, 

R 2 COOR5 



10 

wherein R 15 R 2 , R 3 and R 5 are the same as defined above, and 

(d) a fourth step of reacting with a sulfonyl chloride derivative an ethanediol derivative represented by the following 
formula (5) obtained in the third step, 

15 

Ri 



20 



€ ) < (5) 

A— J X OH 



25 wherein R-,, R 2 and R 3 are the same as defined above. 

The third aspect of this invention relates to a process for producing a styrene oxide derivative represented by 
the following formula (6) 

R 1 



35 



wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, which comprises: 

(e) a deprotecting step of deprotecting the acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (1) 

40 



/)— ( (i) 

-OS0 2 R 4 

50 

wherein R-,, R 2 , R 3 and R 4 are the same as defined above, and 

(f) an epoxidizing step of epoxidizing a sulfoante derivative represented by the following formula (7) obtained in 
the above-mentioned deprotecting step, with the aid of a base catalyst, 

55 
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5 




10 wherein R 1; R 2 and R 4 are the same as defined above. 

[0011] The fourth aspect of this invention relates to a process for producing the styrene oxide derivative represented 
by the above-mentioned formula (6) from a mandelic acid derivative through serial processes, said styrene oxide de- 
rivative being represented by the following formula (6), 



Ri 



20 




wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, which comprises: 

25 

(a) a first step of esterifying a mandelic acid derivative represented by the following formula (2) 




wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, 

(b) a second step of protecting by an acetal a mandelic ester derivative represented by the following formula (3) 
40 obtained in the above-mentioned first step 



45 




wherein R 1; R 2 and R 5 are the same as defined above, 

c) a third step of reducing an acetal derivative represented by the following formula (4) obtained in the above- 
mentioned second step 



5 
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R 2 COOR 5 



wherein R 15 R 2 , R 3 and R 5 are the same as defined above, 

(d) a fourth step of reacting with asulfonyl chloride derivative an ethanediol derivative represented by the following 
formula (5) obtained in the above-mentioned third step 




wherein R.,, R 2 and R 3 are the same as defined above, 

(e) a deprotecting step of deprotecting an acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (1) ob- 
tained in the above-mentioned fourth step 




wherein R-j, R 2 , R 3 and R 4 are the same as defined above, and 

(f) an epoxidizing step of epoxidizing a sulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (7) obtained in 
the above-mentioned deprotecting step, with the aid of a base catalyst 




wherein R 1; R 2 and R 4 are the same as defined above, 

[0012] Some embodiments of this invention are described further in detail below. 

[0013] The acetalsulfonate derivative of this invention is represented by the above-mentioned formula (1), wherein 
R 1 and R 2 can be same as or different from each other and each denote a hydrogen atom, halogen atom, hydroxyl 
group, a straight or branched chain alkyl group having 1 -4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a halogen, a straight 
or branched chain alkoxy groups having 1 -4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a halogen, amino group optionally 
substituted, nitro group or trifluoromethyl group, or R 1 and R 2 together denote a lower alkylenedioxy group. 
[001 4] The straight or branched chain alkyl group having 1 -4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a halogen can 
be, for example, methyl group, ethyl group, n-propyl group, isopropyl group, n-butyl group, isobutyl group, sec-butyl 
group, tert-butyl group, trifluoromethyl group and trichloromethyl group. The straight or branched chain alkoxy group 
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having 1-4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a halogen can be, for example, methoxy group, ethoxy group, n- 
propoxy group, isopropoxy group, n-butoxy group, sec-butoxy group, tert-butoxy group and trifluoromethoxy group. 
The amino group optionally substituted can be, for example, amino group, methylamino group, dimethylamino group, 
methylethylaminno group, morpholino group, piperidino group, pyrrolyl group, imidazolyl group and triazolyl group. The 
5 halogen atom can be a fluorine, chlorine, bromine or iodine atom. The lower alkylenedioxy group formed conjointly by 
R 1 and R 2 together can be, for example, the methylenedioxy group and ethylenedioxy group. 

[001 5] In the above-mentioned formula (1 ), R 3 denotes 3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-2H-pyran-2-yl group or 1 -methoxy-1 -meth- 
ylethyl group ; R 4 denotes a straight or branched chain alkyl group having 1 -4 carbon atoms or a phenyl group optionally 
substituted. The straight or branched chain alkyl group having 1-4 carbon atoms can be, for example, methyl group, 

10 and the phenyl group optionally substituted can be, for example, p-tolyl group. 

[0016] Specific examples of the acetal sulfonate derivative of this invention include 2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahy- 
dro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2-chlorophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl methanesul- 
fonate, 2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(4-chlorophenyl)- 
2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2-methylphenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy) 

15 ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(3-methylpheny)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 
2-(4-methylphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-2-(1 -meth- 
oxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(3-hydroxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl 
methanesulfonate, 2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2-meth- 
oxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(3-methoxyphenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy- 

20 1-methylethyloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl meth- 
anesulfonate, 2-(2-trifluoromethylphenyl)-21 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(3-trifluoromethyl- 
phenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(4-trifluoromethylphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tet- 
rahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2-aminophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy) 
ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(3-aminophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 

25 2-(4-aminophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2-nitrophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahy- 
dro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(3-nitrophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl 
methanesulfonate, 2-(4-nitrophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2,4-dichlo- 
rophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(2,4-difluorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahy- 
dro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-(3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran- 

30 2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate, 2-phenyl-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2-chlorophe- 
nyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5 ! 6-tetrahydro-[2H]- 
pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 
2-(2-methylphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(3-methylphenyl)-2-(3, 4, 5, 
6-tetrahydro- [2H] -pyran-2-yloxy) ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(4-methylphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran- 

35 2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 
2-(3-hydroxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)- 
2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2-methoxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5 : 6-tetrahydro-[2H]- 
pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(3-methoxyphenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl p-toluenesul- 
fonate, 2-(4-methoxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2-trifluoromethyl- 

40 phenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(3-trifluoromethylphenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy- 

1- methylethyloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(4-trifluoromethylphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl 
p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2-aminophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(3-ami- 
nophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(4-aminophenyl)-2-(3,4,5 : 6-tetrahydro-[2H]- 
pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2-nitrophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesul- 

45 fonate, 2-(3-nitrophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(4-nitrophenyl)- 

2- (3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2,4-dichlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5, 6-tetrahydro-[2H] 
-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate, 2-(2,4-difluorophenyl)-2-(3,4, 5, 6-tetrahydro- [2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-tolue- 
nesulfonate, and 2-(3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate. 
The above-mentioned acetalsulfonate derivatives can also be respectively optically active substances. 

50 [0017] The mandelic acid derivative used as a raw material in this invention is represented by the above-mentioned 
formula (2), wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined in the above formula (1 ). 

[0018] Specific examples of the mandelic acid derivative defined as described above include mandelic acid, 2-chlo- 
romandelic acid, 3-chloromandelic acid, 4-chloromandelic acid, 2-methylmandelic acid, 3-methylmandelic acid, 
4-methylmandelic acid, 2-hydroxymandelic acid, 3-hydroxymandelic acid, 4-hydroxymandelic acid, 2-methoxymandel- 
55 ic acid, 3-methoxymandelic acid, 4-methoxymandelic acid, 2-trifluoromethylmandelic acid, 3-trifluoromethylmandelic 
acid, 4-trifluoromethylmandelic acid, 2-aminomandelic acid, 3-aminomandelic acid, 4-aminomandelic acid, 2-nitroman- 
delic acid, 3-nitromandelic acid, 4-nitromandelic acid, 2,4-dichloromandelic acid, 2,4-difluoromandelic acid, and 
3,4-methylenedioxymandelic acid. The above-mentioned mandelic acid derivatives can also be respectively optically 
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active substances. 

[0019] The mandelic acid derivative defined as described above can be easily converted, in the first step, into a 
corresponding mandelic ester derivative represented by the formula (3) by esterification. For example, it can be easily 
prepared in the presence of an acid catalyst in an alcohol, such as methanol, ethanol, propanoL isopropanol, n-butanol ; 

5 isobutanol, sec-butanol and tert-butanol. In the mandelic ester derivative represented by the formula (3) obtained in 
the first step, R 5 is, for example, methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, n-butyl, isobutyl, sec-butyl ortert-butyl group. 
[0020] In the esterification of the first step reaction, the alcohol can be used in excess to use it also as a solvent, but 
organic solvents other than alcohols can also be used. Examples of the organic solvent include aromatic hydrocarbons 
such as toluene and xylene, halogenated hydrocarbons such as methylene chloride and chloroform, ethers such as 

10 diethyl ether, diisopropyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, 1 ,4-dioxane and tert-butyl methyl ether, ester type solvents such as 
ethyl acetate and methyl acetate, and nitrile type solvents such as acetonitrile. These organic solvents can be used 
each alone or as a mixture thereof. 

[0021] The acid catalyst which can be used in the first step can be, for example, sulfuric acid, hydrochloric acid, nitric 
acid, phosphoric acid, p-toluenesulfonic acid and methanesulfonic acid. 
15 [0022] The reaction temperature of the first step can be in the range of 0-1 00°C, preferably 20°C-80°C. The reaction 
period of time, which can vary according to the acid used and the reaction temperature, can be usually not more than 
12 hours, preferably in the range of 0.5-6 hours. 

[0023] The mandelic ester derivative of the formula (3) obtained in the first step can be easily converted, in the 
second step, into a corresponding acetal derivative represented by the formula (4), for example, by reacting it with an 
20 acetalizing agent under acidic conditions by use of an acid catalyst. In the formula (4), R 3 and R 5 have the same 
meaning as described above. 

[0024] The acetalizing agent which can be used in the second step can be, for example, 1-methoxy-1-methylethyl 
or 3,4-dihydro-2H-pyran. 

[0025] The acid catalyst which can be used in the second step can be, for example, acetic acid, trifluoroacetic acid, 

25 p-toluenesulfonic acid and methanesulfonic acid. 

[0026] The reaction solvent which can be used in the second step can be organic solvents inert to the reaction used 
each alone or as a mixture thereof, for example, aromatic hydrocarbons such as toluene and xylene, halogenated 
hydrocarbons such as methylene chloride and chloroform, ethers such as diethyl ether, diisopropyl ether, tetrahydro- 
furan, 1 ,4-dioxane and t-butyl methyl ether, ester type solvents such as ethyl acetate and methyl acetate, and nitrile 

30 type solvents such as acetonitrile. 

[0027] The reaction temperature of the second step can be in the range of 0-1 00°C, preferably 1 0-40°C. The reaction 
period of time, which can vary according to the acid used and the reaction temperature, can be usually not more than 
12 hours, preferably in the range of 0.5-6 hours. 

[0028] The acetal derivative of the formula (4) obtained in the second step can be easily converted, in the third step, 
35 into the corresponding ethanediol derivative represented by the formula (5) by a reduction thereof. 

[0029] A reducing agent which can be used in the third step can be, for example, sodium borohydride, lithium alu- 
minum hydride and sodium dihydrobis(2-methoxyethoxy)aluminate, preferably sodium dihydrobis(2-methoxyethoxy) 
aluminate. 

[0030] A reaction solvent which can be used in the third step can be organic solvents inert to the reaction, used each 
40 alone or as a mixture thereof, for example, aromatic hydrocarbons such as toluene and xylene, halogenated hydro- 
carbons such as methylene chloride and chloroform, ethers such as diethyl ether, diisopropyl ether, tetrahydrofuran, 
1,4-dioxane and t-butyl methyl ether, ester type solvents such as ethyl acetate and methyl acetate, and nitrile type 
solvents such as acetonitrile. 

[0031] A reaction temperature of the third step can be in the range of -20 to 100°C, preferably 0-40°C. A reaction 
45 period of time can be usually not more than 1 2 hours, preferably in the range of 0.5-6 hours. 

[0032] The ethanediol derivative of the formula (5) obtained in the third step can be easily converted, in the fourth 
step, into a corresponding acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the formula (1 ) by reacting it with a sulfonyl chloride 
derivative. 

[0033] The sulfonyl chloride derivative used in the fourth step can be, for example, p-toluenesulfonyl chloride and 
50 methanesulfonyl chloride. 

[0034] A base can be used in the fourth step. The base can be, for example, trialkylamines such as trimethylamine 
and triethylamine, cyclic tertiary amides such as N-methylmorpholine and N-methylpiperidine, N,N-dimethylaniline, 
pyridine, sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide. 

[0035] A reaction solvent which can be used in the fourth step can be organic solvents inert to the reaction, used 
55 each alone or as a mixture thereof, for example, aromatic hydrocarbons such as toluene and xylene, halogenated 
hydrocarbons such as methylene chloride and chloroform, ethers such as diethyl ether, diisopropyl ether, tetrahydro- 
furan, 1 ,4-dioxane and t-butyl methyl ether, ester type solvents such as ethyl acetate and methyl acetate, nitrile type 
solvents such as acetonitrile, and water. 
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[0036] A reaction temperature of the fourth step can be in the range of -20 to 100°C, preferably 0-40°C. A reaction 
period of time can be usually not more than 12 hours, preferably in the range of 0.5-6 hours. 

[0037] The intended acetalsulfonate can be easily purified after a completion of the reaction, according to necessity, 
for example by using a column. 

5 [0038] When optically active mandelic acid derivatives are used as the starting compounds and subjected to reaction 
by the above-mentioned method, it has been found that the acetalsulfonate derivatives obtained have respective cor- 
responding configurations and thus the configurations have been retained. Thus, it has become possible to provide 
from an optically active mandelic acid derivative a corresponding optically active acetalsulfonate derivative while re- 
taining the configuration. The optical purity of the optically active acetalsulfonate derivative obtained was determined 

10 by high performance liquid chromatography using an optical resolution column. 

[0039] In the process for producing a styrene oxide derivative of the third aspect of this invention, specific examples 
of the acetalsulfonate derivative used as the starting material can be the acetalsulfonate derivatives of the first aspect 
of this invention described above and the acetalsulfonate derivatives obtained by the method of the second aspect of 
this invention described above. 

15 [0040] The protecting step of the step (e) in the third aspect of this invention is a step of deacetalizing the acetalsul- 
fonate derivative represented by the formula (1 ) of the starting material to form a sulfonate derivative represented by 
the formula (7). In the step (e), the acetalsulfonate derivative can be easily deprotected, for example, by treating it with 
an acid. 

[0041] The acid can be, for example, inorganic acids such as hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid and phosphoric acid, 
20 and organic acids such as formic acid, acetic acid, methanesulfonic acid and p-toluenesulfonic acid. 

[0042] A reaction solvent which can be used in the step (e) can be protic solvents, such as water, methanol, ethanol 
and isopropanol, used alone or as a mixture thereof with an aprotic solvent. The aprotic solvents used can be, for 
example, aromatic hydrocarbons such as toluene and xylene, aliphatic hydrocarbons such as hexane, heptane and 
cyclohexane, halogenated hydrocarbons such as methylene chloride and chloroform, esters such as methyl acetate 
25 and ethyl acetate, ethers such as dioxane, tetrahydrofuran, diisopropyl ether and t-butyl methyl ether, and acetonitrile. 
[0043] A reaction temperature of the step (e) can be 0-1 00°C, preferably 20-80°C. A reaction period of time, which 
can vary accordingto the acid, solvent and reaction temperature used, can be usually not more than 1 2 hours, preferably 
0.5-6 hours. 

[0044] The epoxidizing step of the step (f) in the third aspect of this invention is a step of epoxidizing the sulfonate 
30 derivative represented by the formula (7) obtained in the step (e) in the presence of a base catalyst. 

[0045] The base catalyst used can be, for example, alkali metal alcoholates such as sodium methoxide and sodium 
ethoxide, alkali metal salts such as sodium hydroxide and potassium hydroxide, and alkali carbonates such as sodium 
carbonate and potassium carbonate. 

[0046] A reaction solvent which can be used in the step (f) can be protic solvents, such as water, methanol, ethanol 
35 and isopropanol, used each alone or in combination or as a mixture thereof with an aprotic solvent. When an organic 
solvent immiscible with water is used as a mixture with water, the reaction can be conducted in a double-layer system. 
The organic solvent immisible with water can be aromatic hydrocarbons such as toluene and xylene, halogenated 
hydrocarbons such as methylene chloride and chloroform, ethers such as diisopropyl ether and t-butyl methyl ether, 
and esters such as ethyl acetate and methyl acetate. Examples of organic solvent miscible with water include alcohols 
40 such as methanol, ethanol and isopropanol, ethers such as dioxane, tetrahydrofuran and dimethoxyethane, amides 
such as N,N-dimethylformamide and N,N-dimethylacetamide, and acetonitrile. 

[0047] A reaction temperature of the step (f) can be in the range of 0-1 00°C, preferably 1 0-40°C. A reaction period 
of time, which can vary according to the base and reaction temperature used, can be usually not more than 12 hours, 
preferably 0.5-6 hours. 

45 [0048] Specific examples of the styrene oxide derivative represented by the formula (6) obtained by the two steps 
of step (e) and step (f) from the acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the formula (1 ) include styrene oxide, 3-chlo- 
rostyrene oxide, 4-chlorostyrene oxide, 3,4-dichlorostyrene oxide, 4-m ethyl styrene oxide, 3,4-methylenedioxystyrene 
oxide, 4-trifluoromethylstyrene oxide and 2-chlorostyrene oxide. The styrene oxide derivatives mentioned above can 
also be respectively optically active substances. 

50 [0049] It has been found that when optically active acetalsulfonate derivatives are used as the starting compounds 
and subjected to reaction by the above-mentioned method, the styrene oxide derivatives obtained have respective 
corresponding configurations and thus the configurations have been retained. Thus, it has become possible to provide 
from an optically active acetalsulfonate derivative a corresponding optically active styrene oxide derivative while re- 
taining the configuration. The optical purity of the optically active styrene oxide derivative was determined by high 

55 performance liquid chromatography using an optical resolution column. 

[0050] In the process for producing a styrene oxide derivative of the fourth aspect of this invention, wherein the 
styrene oxide derivative represented by the formula (6) is produced from the mandelic acid derivative represented by 
the formula (2) through serial processes, the mandelic acid derivative used is the same as that represented by the 
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formula (2) in the second aspect of this invention, the first step of esterifying the mandelic acid derivative is the same 
as the first step in the second aspect of this invention , the mandelic acid derivative obtained in the first step is the same 
as that represented by the formula (3) in the second aspect of this invention, the second step of protecting the mandelic 
acid derivative by an acetal is the same as the second step in the second aspect of this invention, the acetal derivative 

5 obtained in the second step is the same as that represented by the formula (4) in the second aspect of this invention, 
the third step of reducing the acetal derivative is the same as the third step in the second aspect of this invention, the 
ethanediol derivative obtained in the third step is the same as that represented by the formula (5) in the second aspect 
of this invention, the fourth step of reacting the ethanediol derivative with a sulfonyl chloride derivative is the same as 
the fourth step in the second aspect of this invention, the acetalsulfonate derivative obtained in the fourth step is the 

10 same as the acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the formula (1 ) of the first aspect of this invention and the same 
as the acetalsulfonate derivative obtained by the process of the second aspect of this invention, the deprotecting step 
(step (e)) of deprotecting the acetalsulfonate derivative is the same as the step (e) in the third aspect of this invention, 
the sulfonate derivative obtained in the step (e) is the same as that represented by the formula (7) in the third aspect 
of this invention, and the epoxidizing step (step (f)) of epoxidizingthe sulfonate derivative with the aid of a base catalyst 

15 is the same as the step (f) in the third aspect of this invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

[0051] This invention is described further in detail below with reference to Examples and Comparative Examples, 
20 but the invention is in no way limited to the 

Examples. 

Example 1 Preparation of (R)-2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate 

25 

1) Preparation of (R)-mandelic acid methyl ester 

[0052] Into methanol (20 ml) were added (R)-mandelic acid (5.0 g) and p-toluenesulfonic acid (0.1 g), and the resulting 
mixture was heated under reflux for 2 hours. The reaction mixture was cooled, then neutralized, and concentrated. 
30 Ethyl acetate and water were added to the resulting residue, and the organic layer was collected by layer separation. 
The organic layer was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium 
sulfate. The desiccant was removed by filtration, and the solvent was distilled off from the filtrate to obtain a colorless 
oily compound mentioned above (5.35 g ; 97.9%). 

35 2) Preparation of (R)-2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)mandelic acid methyl ester 

[0053] Into toluene (20 ml) were added (R)-mandelic acid methyl ester (5.0 g) obtained in 1 ) above and p-toluenesul- 
fonic acid (0.1 g), and thereto was dropwise added 3,4-dihydro-2H-pyran (2.55 g)with ice cooling. The resulting mixture 
was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour, the reaction mixture was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium 
40 hydrogen carbonate solution, then the organic layer was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution 
and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was removed by filtration and the solvent was distilled off 
to obtain a colorless compound mentioned above (7.35 g, 97.5%). 

3) Preparation of (R)-2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethanol 

45 

[0054] Into toluene (15 ml) was added (R)-2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)mandelic acid methyl 
ester (7.0 g) obtained in 2) above, and thereto was dropwise added a 70% sodium dihydrobis(2-methoxyethoxy)alu- 
minate toluene solution (8.73 g) with ice cooling. The resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour, 
the reaction mixture was added into a 30% aqueous (+)-potassium sodium tartrate solution (31 .3 g), then stirred for 1 
50 hour, and the organic layer was separated. The organic layer obtained was washed with water and further with a 
saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and then dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was 
removed by filtration and the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (6.10 g, 
97.9%). 

55 4) Preparation of (R)-2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate 

[0055] Into toluene (20 ml) were added (R)-2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethanol (6.0 g) and 
triethylamine (5.4 g), then thereto was dropwise added methanesulfonyl chloride (3.1 g) with ice cooling. The resulting 
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mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour, the reaction mixture was washed with water, then the organic 
layer was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. 
The desciccant was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned 
above (7.8 g, 96.2%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 99.9% e.e. 
5 [0056] The overall yield from 1) to 4) was 89.9%. 1 H-NMR (CDCI 3 )5: 1.48-1.77 (6H, m), 2.97 and 3.01 (3H, s), 
3.31-3.53 and 3.92-3.97 (2H, m), 4.25-4.41 (2H, m), 4.49-4.96 (1H, m), 4.90-5.04 (1H ; m), 7.14-7.43 (5H, m) 

Example 2 Preparation of (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate 

10 1) Preparation of (R)-3-chloromandelic acid methyl ester 

[0057] Into methanol (20 ml) were added (R)-3-chloromandelic acid (5.0 g) and p-toluenesulfonic acid (0.1 g), and 
the resulting mixture was heated under reflux for 2 hours. The reaction mixture was cooled, then neutralized and 
concentrated. Ethyl acetate and water were added to the resulting residue and the organic layer was collected by layer 
15 separation. The organic layer was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and then dried with 
anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless 
oily compound mentioned above (5.27 g. 98.3%). 

2) Preparation of (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)mandelic acid methyl ester 

20 

[0058] Into toluene (20 ml) were added (R)-3-chloromandelic acid methyl ester (5.2 g) obtained in 1) above and p- 
toluenesulfonic acid (0.1 g), thereto was then dropwise added 3,4-dihydro-2H-pyran (2.19 g) with ice-cooling. The 
resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour, the reaction mixture was washed with a saturated 
aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate solution, then the organic layer was further washed with a saturated aqueous 
25 sodium chloride solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then the 
solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (7.20 g, 97.5%). 

3) Preparation of (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethanol 

30 [0059] Into toluene (15 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4 : 5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)-mandelic 
acid methyl ester (7.0 g) obtained in 2) above and then, under ice cooling and dropwise, a 70% sodium dihydrobis 
(2-methoxyethoxy)aluminate toluene solution (7.67 g). The resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 
1 hour. Then the reaction mixture was added into a 30% aqueous (+)-potassium sodium tartrate solution (27.6 g), the 
resulting mixture was stirred for 1 hour and then the organic layer was separated. The organic layer obtained was 

35 washed with water and further with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and then dried with anhydrous mag- 
nesium sulfate. The desciccant was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless oily compound 
mentioned above (6.2 g ; 98.1%). 

4) Preparation of (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate 

40 

[0060] Into toluene (20 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2- (3,4,5, 6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethanol ob- 
tained in 3) above (6.0 g) andtriethylamine (4.7 g) and further, under ice-cooling and dropwise, methanesulfonyl chloride 
(2.68 g). The resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was washed with 
water, then the organic layer was further washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried with 
45 anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless 
oily compound mentioned above (7.6 g, 97.1%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 99.9% e.e. 
[0061] 1 H-NMR (CDCI 3 )S: 1 .48-1 .77 (6H, m), 2.97 and 3.01 (3H, s), 3.31 -3.53 and 3.92-3.97 (2H, m), 4.25-4.41 (2H, 
m), 4.49-4.96 (1H, m), 4.90-5.04 (1H, m), 7.23-7.42 (4H, m). 
[0062] The overall yield from 1) to 4) was 91 .3%. 

50 

Example 3 Preparation of (R)-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(1-methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl metanesulfonate 

1) Preparation of (R)-4-chloromandelic acid methyl ester 

55 [0063] Into toluene (20 ml) were added methanol (3.0 g), (R)-4-chloromandelic acid (5.0 g) and p-toluenesulfonic 
acid (0.1 g), and the resulting mixture was heated under reflux for 2 hours. The reaction mixture was cooled, then 
washed with a saturated aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate solution, and then the organic layer was washed with 
a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered 
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off and the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (5.23 g, 97.5%). 

2) Preparation of (R)-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1-methylethyloxy)mandelic acid methyl ester 

5 [0064] Into methylene chloride (20 ml) were added (R)-4-chloromandelic acid methyl ester obtained in 1 ) above (5.0 
g) and p-toluenesulfonic acid (0.1 g) and further, under ice-cooling and dropwise, 2-methoxypropene (1.89 g). The 
resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was washed with a saturated 
aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate solution, then the organic layer was further washed with a saturated aqueous 
sodium chloride solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then the 

10 solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (6.59 g, 97.0%). 

3) Preparation of (R)-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1-methylethyloxy)ethanol 

[0065] Into methanol (20 ml) were added (R)-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)mandelic acid me- 
15 thyl ester obtained in 2) above (6.0 g) and further, under ice-cooling, sodium borohydride (4.35 g). The resulting mixture 
was stirred at the same temperature, neutralized and the reaction mixture was concentrated. Ethyl acetate and water 
were added to the resulting residue and the organic layer was collected by layer separation. The organic layer was 
washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant 
was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (5.2 g, 96.7%). 

20 

4) Preparation of (R)-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate 

[0066] Into methylene chloride (20 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyloxy)ethanol 
obtained in 3) above (5.0 g) and triethylamine (3.9 g) and further, under ice-cooling and dropwise, methanesulfonyl 

25 chloride (2.46 g), and the resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was 
washed with water, and the organic layer was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried 
with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and the solvent was distilled off to obtain a colorless 
oily compound mentioned above (6.33 g. 96.0%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 99.9% e.e. 
[0067] The overall yield of 1 ) to 4) was 87.8%. 

30 [0068] 1 H-NMR (CDCI 3 )S: 1 .48-1 .77 (6H, m), 2.97 and 3.01 (3H, s), 3.31 -3.53 and 3.92-3.97 (2H, m), 4.25-4.41 (2H, 
m), 4.49-4.96 (1H, m), 4.90-5.04 (1H, m), 7.21-7.40 (4H, m) 

Example 4 Preparation of (S)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesulfonate 

35 [0069] An experiment was conducted according to the same method as in Example 1 except for using (S)-3-chloro- 
mandelic acid as a starting material, to obtain the title compound in overall yield of 91 .0%. The optical purity of the 
product obtained was 99.9% e.e. 

Examples Preparation of (R,S)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate 

40 

1) Preparation of (R,S)-3-chloromandelic acid methyl ester 

[0070] An experiment was conducted according to the same method as in Example 1 except for using (R,S)-3-chlo- 
romandelic acid as a starting material to obtain the title compound in 97.5% yield. 

45 

2) Preparation of (R,S)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)mandelic acid methyl ester 

[0071] According to the same method as in Example 1 except for using (R,S)-3-chloromandelic acid methyl ester as 
a starting material, a colorless oily compound mentioned above was obtained in 97.5% yield. 

50 

3) Preparation of (R,S)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethanol 

[0072] According to the same method as in Example 1 except for using (R,S)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahy- 
dro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)mandelic acid methyl ester as a starting material, a colorless oily compound mentioned above 
55 was obtained in 97.0% yield. 
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4) Preparation of (R ! S)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,64etrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate 

[0073] Into toluene (20 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethanol ob- 
tained in 3) above (6.0 g) and triethylamine (4.7 g) and further, under ice-cooling and dropwise, p-toluenesulfonyl 
5 chloride (4.9 g), and the resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was 
washed with water and the organic layer was further washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and 
dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off to obtain 
a colorless oily compound mentioned above (9.1 g, 94.8%). 
[0074] The overall yield from 1) to 4) was 87.4%. 

10 

Example 6 Preparation of (R)-styrene oxide 

1) Preparation of (R)-2-hydroxy-2-phenylethyl methanesulfonate 

15 [0075] Into methanol (10 ml) were added (R)-2-phenyl-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl methanesul- 
fonate (2.0 g) and hydrochloric acid (0.07 g), and the resulting mixture was stirred at room temperature for 3 hours. 
The reaction mixture was neutralized, concentrated, and then ethyl acetate and water were added to the resulting 
residue. The organic layer was collected by layerseparation, washed with asaturated aqueous sodium chloride solution 
and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off to 

20 obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (1 .4 g, 97.2%). 

2) Preparation of (R)-styrene oxide 

[0076] Into methanol (10 ml) were added (R)-2-hydroxy-2-phenylethyl methanesulfonate obtained in 1) above (1 .4 
25 g) and 28% NaOMe (1 .25 g), and the resulting mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 hours. The reaction 
mixture was neutralized, concentrated, and then ethyl acetate and water were added to the resulting residue. The 
organic layer was collected by layer separation, washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and then 
dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off, then the solvent was distilled off under reduced 
pressure, and the resulting oily substance was distilled under reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound 
30 mentioned above (0.7 g. 90.0%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 99.9% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 

Example 7 Preparation of (R)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

1) Preparation of (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethyl methanesulfonate 

35 

[0077] Into methanol (10 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2- (3,4,5 : 6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl 
methanesulfonate (3.0 g) and hydrochloric acid (0.11 g), and the resulting mixture was stirred at room temperature for 
3 hours. The reaction mixture was neutralized, concentrated, and ethyl acetate and water were added to the resulting 
residue. The organic layerwas collected by layerseparation, washed with asaturated aqueous sodium chloridesolution 
40 and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off, and the solvent was distilled off under 
reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (2.1 g, 93.5%). 

2) Preparation of (R)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

45 [0078] Into metanol (10 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethyl methanesulfonate obtained in 1) 
above (2.1 g) and 28% NaOMe (1.6 g), and the resulting mixture was stirred at room temperature for 1 hour. The 
reaction mixture was neutralized, concentrated, and then ethyl acetate and water were added to the resulting residue. 
The organic layer was collected by layer separation, washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and 
dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off, then the solvent was distilled off under reduced 

50 pressure, and the resulting oily substance was distilled under reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound 
mentioned above (1.15 g, 88.8%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 99.9% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 

Example 8 Preparation of (R)-4-chlorostyrene oxide 

55 1) Preparation of (R)-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethyl methanesulfonate 

[0079] Into toluene (10 ml) were added 2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl meth- 
anesulfonate (3.0 g), p-toluenesulfonic acid monohydrate (1 .7 g) and methanol (0.5 g), and the resulting mixture was 
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stirred at 50°C for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate 
solution, then with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution, and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The 
desiccant was filtered off and then the solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily com- 
pound mentioned above (2.0 g, 89.0%). 

5 

2) Preparation of (R)-4-chlorostyrene oxide 

[0080] Into toluene (10 ml) were added (R)-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethyl methanesulfonate obtained in 1) 
above (2.0 g) and 20% NaOH (1 0 ml), and the resulting mixture was stirred vigorously at room temperature for 1 hour. 
10 The reaction mixture was subjected to layer separation, the organic layer was washed with water, then with a saturated 
aqueous sodium chloride solution, and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off, then 
the solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure, and the resulting oily substance was distilled under reduced 
pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (1.1 g, 89.2%). The optical purity of the product obtained 
was 99.9% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 

15 

Example 9 Preparation of (S)-styrene oxide 

1) Preparation of (S)-2-phenyl-2-hydroxyethyl p-toluenesulfonate 

20 [0081] Into toluene (10 ml) were added (S)-2-phenyl-2-(1 -methoxy-1-methylethyloxy)ethyl p-toluenesulfonate (3.0 
g), p-toluenesulfonic acid monohydrate (1 .7 g) and methanol (0.5 g), and the resulting mixture was stirred at 50°C for 
1 hour. The reaction mixture was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate solution, then with a 
saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution, and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered 
off and then the solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above 

25 (2.1 g, 88.0%). 

2) Preparation of (S)-styrene oxide 

[0082] Into toluene (1 0 ml) were added (S)-2-phenyl-2-hydroxyethyl p-toluenesulfonate obtained in 1 ) above (2.0 g) 
30 and 20% NaOH (1 0 ml), and the resulting mixture was stirred vigorously at room temperature for 1 hour. The reaction 
mixture was subjected to layer separation, the organic layer was washed with water, then with saturated aqueous 
sodium chloride solution, and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then the 
solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure. The resulting oily substance was distilled under reduced pressure to 
obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (0.74 g, 90.0%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 
35 99.9% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 

Example 10 Preparation of (S)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

[0083] Into toluene (1 0 ml) were added (S)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-(3,4 ; 5,6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl meth- 
40 anesulfonate (3.0 g), p-toluenesulfonic acid monohydrate (1 .7 g) and methanol (0.5 g), and the resulting mixture was 
stirred at 50°C for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate 
solution and then with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution. To the organic layer was added 20% NaOH (10 
ml) and the resulting mixture was stirred vigorously at room temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was subjected 
to layer separation, and the organic layer was washed with water, then with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride 
45 solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off, then the solvent was distilled off, 
and the resulting oily substance was distilled under reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned 
above (1 .27 g, 91 .7%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 99.9% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 

Example 11 Preparation of (S)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

50 

[0084] According to the same method as in Example 1 0 except for changing the reaction solvent to ethyl acetate, a 
colorless oily compound mentioned above (1 .24 g, 89.5%) was obtained. The optical purity of the product obtained 
was 99.9% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 

55 Example 12 Preparation of (R,S)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

[0085] According to the same method as in Example 9 except for changing the reaction solvent to t-butyl methyl 
ether and changing the starting material to (R, S) -2- (3-chlorophenyl) -2-(3,4,5 ! 6-tetrahydro-[2H]-pyran-2-yloxy)ethyl 
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methanesulfonate, a colorless oily compound mentioned above (1 .25 g, 90.2%) was obtained. 
Example 13 Preparation of (R)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

5 [0086] Into toluene (1 ,000 ml) were added (R)-3-chloromandelic acid (1 0 g) and p-toluenesulfonic acid (0.2 g), and 
the resulting mixture was stirred at 70°C for 2 hours. The solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure. To the 
residue were added toluene (1 00 ml) and then, under ice-cooling and dropwise, 3,4-dihydro-2H-pyran (5.0 g), and the 
resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was washed with a saturated 
aqueous sodium hydrogen carbonate solution, then the organic layer was further washed with a saturated aqueous 

10 sodium chloride solution and dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off and then a 70% 
sodium dihydrobis(2-methoxyethoxy)aluminate toluene solution (16.7 g) was dropwise added to the filtrate with ice- 
cooling. The resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was added into a 
30% aqueous (+)-potassium sodium tartrate solution (60.0 g), stirred for 1 hour and then the organic layer was sepa- 
rated. The organic layer obtained was washed with water and further with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution 

15 and then dried with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off. Then, to the filtrate were added 
triethylamine (10.8 g) and, under ice-cooling and dropwise, methanesulfonyl chloride (6.42 g). The resulting mixture 
was stirred at the same temperature for 1 hour the reaction mixture was washed with water, then methanol (20 ml) 
and p-toluenesulfonic acid (1 0.4 g) were added thereto, and the resulting mixture was stirred at 50°C for 1 hour. The 
reaction mixture was washed with water, then a 20% aqueous NaOH solution (40 g) was added thereto under ice- 

20 cooling, and the resulting mixture was stirred at the same temperature for 2 hours. The reaction mixture was washed 
with water, further the organic layer was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried with 
anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off. then the solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure, 
and the resulting oily substance was distilled under reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned 
above (6.6 g, yield 79.7%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 99.9% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 

25 

Comparative Example 1 Preparation of (R)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

1) Preparation of (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethanol 

30 [0087] Into THF (70 ml) were added (R)-3-chloromandelic acid (10 g) and further, under ice-cooling and dropwise, 
a 1 M-diborane THF solution (81 .5 ml) over 2 hours, and then stirring was continued at 25°C for 1 2 hours. The reaction 
mixture was cooled, methanol (20 ml) was added thereto over 30 minutes and then stirring was further continued for 
3 hours. The resulting reaction mixture was concentrated and then the residue was recrystallized from diethyl ether to 
obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above (7.3 g, 78.9%). 

35 

2) Preparation of (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethyl methanesulfonate 

[0088] Into toluene (30 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethanol obtained in 1 ) above (7 g), pyridine 
(8.0 g) and further, under ice-cooling and dropwise, p-toluenesulfonyl chloride (9.3 g), and then the resulting mixture 

40 was stirred at the same temperature for 24 hours. The solid thus precipitated was filtered off, the filtrate was concen- 
trated, and the residue was dissolved in toluene (40 ml) and then washed with dilute hydrochloric acid. The organic 
layer was collected by layer separation, washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and dried with 
anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off, the solvent was distilled off under reduced pressure, 
and the residue was recrystallized from diethyl ether and hexaneto obtain a colorless oily compound mentioned above 

45 (10.6 g, 80.0%). 

3) Preparation of (R)-3-chlorostyrene oxide 

[0089] Into dimethyl sulfoxide (30 ml) were added (R)-2-(3-chlorophenyl)-2-hydroxyethyl methanesulfonate obtained 
50 in 2) above (1 0 g) and, under ice-cooling, a 5N aqueous NaOH solution (15 ml), and then the resulting mixture was 
stirred at the same temperature for 12 hours. The reaction mixture was added into ice water and extracted with 50% 
diethyl ether/pentane. The organic layer was washed with a saturated aqueous sodium chloride solution and then dried 
with anhydrous magnesium sulfate. The desiccant was filtered off, then the solvent was distilled off under reduced 
pressure, and the oily substance obtained was distilled under reduced pressure to obtain a colorless oily compound 
55 mentioned above (3.62 g, 76.5%). The optical purity of the product obtained was 97.5% e.e. as determined by HPLC. 
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0090] This invention relates to an acetalsulfonate derivative useful as a raw material for medicines, agricultural 
chemicals, etc., and can provide an acetalsulfonate derivative in high yield and high purity. According to this invention, 
from an acetal sulfonate derivative or a mandelic acid derivative as a starting material, an intended styrene oxide 
derivative can be obtained in high yield and in high purity and, when the acetalsulfonate derivative or the mandelic 
acid derivative of the starting material is an optically active substance, a corresponding styrene oxide derivative can 
be obtained while retaining the configuration. 

[0091] Further, the process of this invention is suitable as a simple and economical industrial process of high safety. 



Claims 

1 . An acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (1 ) 




wherein and R 2 can be same as or different from each other and each denote a hydrogen atom, halogen atom, 
hydroxyl group, a straight or branched chain alkyl group having 1-4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a 
halogen, a straight or branched chain alkoxy group having 1 -4 carbon atoms optionally substituted with a halogen, 
amino group optionally substituted, nitro group or trifluoromethyl group, or R 1 and R 2 together denote a lower 
alkylenedioxy group, R 3 denotes 3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-2H-pyran-2-yl group or 1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyl group, and 
R 4 denotes a straight or branched chain alkyl group having 1 -4 carbon atoms or a phenyl group optionally substi- 
tuted. 

2. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to claim 1 wherein R 3 in the formula (1) is 3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-2H-pyran- 
2-yl group. 

3. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to claim 1 wherein R 3 in the formula (1) is 1 -methoxy-1 -methylethyl group. 

4. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to any one of claims 1-3 wherein R 4 in the formula (1) is methyl group. 

5. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to any one of claims 1-3 wherein R 4 in the formula (1) is p-tolyl group. 

6. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to any one of claims 1 -5 wherein both R 1 and R 2 of the formula (1 ) are 
a hydrogen atom. 

7. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to any one of claims 1-5 wherein one of R 1 and R 2 in the formula (1) is 
a hydrogen atom and the other is a chlorine atom. 

8. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to any one of claims 1-7 wherein the acetalsulfonate derivative repre- 
sented by the formula (1) is of an R configuration. 

9. The acetalsulfonate derivative according to any one of claims 1-7 wherein the acetalsulfonate derivative repre- 
sented by the formula (1) is of an S configuration. 

10. A process for producing an acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (1) 
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wherein R.,, R 2 , R 3 and R 4 are the same as defined above, which comprises: 

(a) a first step of esterifying a mandelic acid derivative represented by the following formula (2) 




wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, 

(b) a second step of protecting by an acetal a mandelic ester derivative represented by the following formula 
(3) obtained in the first step, 




wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, and R 5 denotes a straight or branched chain alkyl group 
having 1-4 carbon atoms, 

(c) a third step of reducing an acetal derivative represented by the following formula (4) obtained in the second 
step, 




wherein R-,, R 2 , R 3 and R 5 are the same as defined above, and 

(d) a fourth step of reacting with a sulfonyl chloride derivative an ethanediol derivative represented by the 
following formula (5) obtained in the third step 



EP 1 236 714 A1 




(5) 

OH 



wherein R.,, R 2 and R 3 are the same as defined above. 

1 1 . The process for producing an acetalsulfonate derivative according to claim 1 0 wherein the compounds represented 
by the formulas (1) to (5) are each of an R-configuration. 

12. The process for producing an acetalsulfoante derivative according to claim 1 0 wherein the compounds represented 
by the formulas (1) to (5) are each of an S-configuration. 

13. A process for producing a styrene oxide derivative represented by the following formula (6) 




(6) 



wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, which comprises: 

(e) a deprotecting step of deprotecting an acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (1 ) 



OR, 



^ $ \— OS0 2 R 4 



wherein R 1; R 2 , R 3 and R 4 are the same as defined above, and 

(f) an epoxidizing step of epoxidizing a sulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (7) obtained 
in the above-mentioned deprotecting step with the aid of a base catalyst 
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wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 4 are the same as defined above. 

14. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to claim 13 wherein the compounds represented 
by the above formulas (1), (6) and (7) are each of an R-configuration. 

15. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to claim 13 wherein the compounds represented 
by the above formulas (1), (6) and (7) are each of an S-configuration. 

16. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to any one of claims 13 to 15 wherein R 3 is 
3,4,5,6-tetrahydro-2H-pyran-2-yl group. 

17. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to any one of claims 1 3 to 1 5 wherein R 3 is 1 -meth- 
oxy-1 -methylethyl group. 

18. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to any one of claims 13 to 17 wherein R 4 is methyl 
group. 

19. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to any one of claims 13 to 17 wherein R 4 is p-tolyl 
group. 

20. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to any one of claims 1 3 to 1 9 wherein both R 1 and 
R 2 are a hydrogen atom. 

21. The process for producing a styrene oxide derivative according to any one of claims 13 to 19 wherein one of R 1 
and R 2 is a hydrogen atom and the other is a chlorine atom. 

22. A process for producing a styrene oxide derivative represented by the following formula (6) 



Ri 




R 2 



wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, which comprises: 

(a) a first step of esterifying a mandelic acid derivative represented by the following formula (2) 




wherein R 1 and R 2 are the same as defined above, 

(b) a second step of protecting by an acetal a mandelic ester derivative represented by the following formula 
(3) obtained in the first step 
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v=\ c 



OH 

(3) 

COOR 5 



10 

wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 5 are the same as defined above, 

(c) a third step of reducing an acetal derivative represented by the following formula (4) obtained in the second 
step 

15 

y=\ .or, 



(4) 



20 

R 2 COOR 5 

wherein R 1; R 2 , R 3 and R 5 are the same as defined above, 
25 (d) a fourth step of reacting with a sulfonyl chloride derivative an ethanediol derivative represented by the 

following formula (5) obtained in the third step 



30 

X \ yA^3 

(5) 



35 

wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 3 are the same as defined above, 

(e) a deprotecting step of deprotecting an acetalsulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (1 ) 
obtained in the fourth step 

40 

OR 

x — \ 

45 




^L-/ ^--oso 2 r 4 



50 

wherein R-,, R 2 , R 3 and R 4 are the same as defined above, and 

(f) an epoxidizing step of epoxidizing a sulfonate derivative represented by the following formula (7) obtained 
in the above-mentioned deprotecting step, with the aid of a base catalyst 



55 
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wherein R 1 , R 2 and R 4 are the same as defined above. 
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